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Foreword 
Today climate change is arguably the most unsettling phenomenon affecting 

the planet. Driven by ever increasing carbon emission resulting from the fossil fuel 
based traditional development pathways, it is not just pushing us against the 
planetary boundaries but also jeopardizing human opportunities of the current and 
future generations. It is particularly worrisome for a climate vulnerable country 
like Bangladesh where the impacts of climate change have already threatened the 
existence and livelihood of millions of people. The increasing frequency of extreme 
weather events like cyclone, storm surge, flood and drought as well as salinity 
intrusion due to sea level rise are likely to destabilize the economy and hinder the 
realization of sustainable development goals.  

 
In the face of such looming catastrophe, Bangladesh has joined hands with 

the global community to combat climate change.  It is trying its best to meet the 
adaptation needs of the local vulnerable communities and is also pursuing significant 
mitigation activities with its limited resources through creating self-financing 
mechanism as well as mobilizing external resources. . It is actively contributing to 
global climate negotiations in order to strike a deal so that the big emitters adopt 
deep decarbonization pathways and lead us to a sustainable future. 

 
Against this backdrop, the objective of this document is to provide an 

overview of Bangladesh in relation to climate change. It describes the major 
initiatives taken by Bangladesh, particularly with regard to establishment of legal 
and institutional frameworks on climate change including climate finance for 
adaptation, mitigation, awareness raising and capacity development. Identifying the 
key challenges in addressing the issue of climate change, it also specifies the areas 
in which Bangladesh needs international support in order to implement its 
strategies, action plans and programs on climate change. Any feedback on this 
document would be welcomed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Md. Nojibur Rahman 
Secretary  

Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) 
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
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Part 1: Introduction 
 
Climate Change: A Crucial Development Issue for Bangladesh  
 

Climate change affects all sections of our society and almost all sectors of our economy, 
leaving particularly the poorer section more vulnerable to this challenge. Bangladesh is facing 
the brunt of global warming and its effects in multiple dimensions. The lives of people, their 
livelihoods, agriculture, infrastructure, access to potable water and energy are most vulnerable 
to the changing climate.  

 

Bangladesh is a disaster-prone country owing to its 
hydrological and geo-morphological realities, its 
location at the bottom of three major river systems - 
the Ganges, the Brahmaputra, and the Meghna (GBM) - 
and being bound on the south by the Bay of Bengal. Its 
average height from sea level is around 1-5 meter. In 
terms of area it is a small country with huge population 
and predominantly agrarian economy. According to 
Maple Croft study (2014), Bangladesh is the most 
climate vulnerable country of the world.  
   

Bangladesh is an innocent victim of global climate 
change impacts. Extreme temperatures, erratic 
rainfall, flood and drought, more intense tropical 

cyclones, rising sea levels, and ocean acidification are 
causing serious negative impacts on lives and livelihoods 
of millions of people of Bangladesh, and gradually 
outweighing the remarkable socio-economic 
development gained over the past years. The Global 
Climate Risk Index (GCRI) 2010, covering the period 
1990 – 2008, estimates that, on an average, 8,241 
people died each year in Bangladesh while the cost of 
damage was around US $ 1.2 billion per year and loss of 
GDP was 1.81% during the period (MoEF, 2012). 
According to ADB’s  recent study, Bangladesh is projected to face 2.0% loss of annual GDP by 
2050 and more than 9% of GDP by 2100 under the Business as usual (BAU) scenario (Ahmed 
and Suphachol, 2014).   
 

IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) AR5 estimates that Bangladesh would 
experience a net increase in poverty of approximately 15% by 2030 (IPCC, 2013) due to the 
impacts of climate change. But Bangladesh government has been working hard to reduce the 

Rural House submerged due to flood 

Victims of climate change submerged due 
to flood 
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poverty level.  Climate change impacts are seriously affecting government’s efforts in reducing 
the poverty level. The Government typically spends around 6% to 7% (MoP, 2012) of its annual 
budget on climate change sensitive activity which equates to an around US$1 billion. Flood is 
one of the major causes of crop devastation in Bangladesh almost every year. Devastating 
floods of 1987, 1988, and 1998 inundated more than 60% of the country (Ahmed and 
Suphachol, 2014). The 1988 flood inundated 61% of the country, estimated damage $1.2 billion, 
caused more than 45 million homeless (MoEF, 20092) . The 1998 flood alone caused 1,100 
deaths, inundated nearly 100,000 square kilometers, rendered 30 million people homeless, 
damaged 500,000 homes (Ahmed and Suphachol, 2014), caused heavy losses to infrastructure, 
caused estimated damage $2.8 billion (MoEF, 20092) In 2004, floods inundated 38% (Ahmed 
and Suphachol, 2014) of the country, affected nearly 3.8 million people (MoEF, 20092), caused 
700 deaths, estimated damage over $2 billion. The 2007 flood inundated 32000 square 
kilometer, caused 640 deaths, destroyed over 85000 houses and damaged almost 1 million 
houses, destroyed or partially damaged approximately 1.2 million acres of crops. This flood 
caused damages of an estimated over $1billion. Every year, climate-induced natural disasters 
cause either partial or total loss of crops in different areas of Bangladesh.  
  
The majority of the coastal area of Bangladesh lies within the delta of the Ganges– 
Brahmaputra–Meghna river system. The coastline of Bangladesh is 710 km long. The zone has 
diverse natural resources, including coastal fisheries (especially in the Bay of Bengal), forests, 
salt, and minerals. The coast also contains several ecosystems that have important 
conservation value. It is known as a zone of vulnerabilities as well as opportunities. It is prone 
to natural disasters like cyclones, storm surges, and floods.  More than 40 million people 
(Hodgkinson et. al, 2010) in the coastal region are in the hardest hit and at serious risks of 
being permanently displaced from their homes due to sea level rise and severe ingress of 
salinity. The coastal population is projected to grow to about 43.9 million in 2015 and 60.8 
million in 2050 (Ahmed and Suphachol, 2014).  
 

Climate change is likely to have serious affect on agriculture (crops, livestock and fisheries) 
due to variability of meteorological parameters (precipitation, temperature), extreme events 
(floods, cyclones, and storm surges) and slow onset events (salinity intrusion, drought). 
Although agriculture now accounts for 20% of GDP around 55-60% of people (MoF, 2013) 
depend on agriculture directly or indirectly for their livelihoods. The higher temperature and 
changing rainfall patterns, coupled with increased flooding, rising salinity in the coastal belt 
and droughts are likely to reduce crop yields and crop production, and expected to negatively 
impact food security and livelihoods in the country. Past droughts have typically affected 
about 47% of the area of the country and 53% of the population (Ahmed and Suphachol, 2014).  
About 5.46 million hectares of land have been estimated as drought affected area in 
Bangladesh (DoE, 2005) while 1.06 million hectares salinity affected land (SRDI, 2010) have 
been observed in a study.  
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Shortage of safe drinking water   has become more acute, especially in the coastal belt and in 
drought-prone areas in the north-west part of the country. This will impose hardship on women 
and children, who traditionally collect drinking water for their families. Increased salinity in 
drinking water may also result in health hazards, especially for pregnant women. Climate change 
is likely to adversely affect women more than men. 
 

Increased river bank erosion along major rivers and estuary and saline water intrusion in 
coastal areas are likely to displace hundreds of 
thousands of people who will be forced to migrate, 
often to slums in Dhaka and other big cities. If 
sea level rise is higher than currently expected 
and coastal polders are not strengthened and/or 
new ones built, millions of people could be 
displaced by 2050 and would have to be resettled. 
 

All of these changes threaten the food security, 
livelihoods, health and education of the poor. 
People living on river islands (char), along the 
coastline (e.g., fishing families), and floodplains 
and wetland (haor) are among the poorest people 
in the country. Extremely poor households, 
including many female-headed households, will suffer most from climate change.  

 

Given the evolving climate change, the country has been facing extreme climatic events with 
higher intensity and frequency. For example, mega 
cyclones Sidr in 2007 and Aila in 2009 have caused huge 
losses and damages affecting a large number of people and 
consumed noteworthy budgetary resources in relief and 
rehabilitation, thereby constraining the country’s 
development prospects by reducing resource availability 
for development activities. Cyclone Sidr caused thousands 
of deaths and damages to agriculture, estimated to be 
around US$3 billion (Hasegawa, 2008). The cyclone Sidr 
and Aila affected people have been fighting till today to 
recover the losses and damages incurred due to these extreme climatic events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cyclone-induced vulnerability 

River Bank Erosion at Lalmohon, Bhola 
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Part 2: Major Initiatives Taken by Bangladesh for Addressing Climate Change 
 
The vision of the Government of Bangladesh is to eradicate poverty and achieve economic and 
social well-being for all the people. The Bangladesh constitution as a fundamental principle of 
the state, underscores the need for improvement and preservation of environment and natural 
resources, bio-diversity, wetlands, forests and wild lives for the present and future citizens. 
In other words, the Government recognizes that sustainable development cannot be achieved 
without addressing the issues of climate change effectively. 
 
The Government is fully committed to take urgent and long term actions so that climate change 
is managed in a way that the people are fully protected from its adverse impacts by reducing 
the vulnerability and risks to national development. Ultimately, Bangladesh is trying to make 
the society climate resilient, meaning that the society will withstand the adversity of climate 
change. The government has already invested more than US$10 billion (MoEF, 20092) over the 
last few decades to make the country climate resilient and less vulnerable to disasters. To 
combat climate change, Bangladesh’s top priority is to focus on climate change adaptation, 
however, there are many activities also being implemented for mitigation.  
 

Policies, Strategies, Guidelines & Legislations relevant to Climate Change:  
Bangladesh has made commendable efforts to streamline regulatory and institutional settings 
in realizing the aspiration of climate resilient development pathway by creating new 
Policies/Acts/Rules/Authorities: These are as follows: 
 

1. National Environment Policy 1992 and Draft National Environment Policy 2014 
2. Bangladesh Environment Conservation Act 1995, latest amendment 2010 
3. Environment Conservation Rules 1997, amendment underway  
4. National Land Use Policy 2002 
5. Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission (BERC) Act 2003, 
6. Ozone Depleting Substances (Control) Rules 2004 
7. National Adaptation Programme  of Action (NAPA) 2005, updated in 2009 
8. Coastal Zone Policy 2005 
9. Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan 2005 
10. Bangladesh Renewable Energy Policy 2008 
11. Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) 2009 
12.  Climate Change Trust  Act 2010 
13. National 3R (Reduce, Reuse & Recycle) Strategy 2010 
14. National Plan for Disaster Management (2010-2015) 
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15. Sixth Five Year Plan (2011-2015) (National Development Plan) 
16. Perspective Plan of Bangladesh (Vision 2021)  (2010-2021) 
17. National Agricultural Policy 2011 
18. Disaster Management Act 2012 
19. National Sustainable Development Strategy (2011-2020) 
20. Forest (Amendment) Act 2012 
21. Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority (SREDA) Act 2012 
22. National Action Plan on Energy Efficiency and Energy Conservation 2013 
23. Bangladesh REDD+ Readiness Roadmap  2012 
24. National Action Plan for Short-Lived Climate Pollutants  
25. Brick Manufacture and Brick Kiln Set up (Control) Act 2013 
26. Country Action Plan for Clean Cook Stove 2013 
27. National Water Act 2013 
28. Roadmap for National Adaptation Plan (NAP) in Bangladesh 2014 
29. Climate Fiscal Framework 2014 
 

Mainstreaming Climate Change into National Development Planning Processes:  
 

 Bangladesh has been making greater efforts to mainstream climate change issues into 
national development and policy planning process, so that climate change issues are 
taken into account, in the development planning and implementation process of different 
line ministries and agencies. In fact, the sectoral policies and strategies have been 
revised taking climate change reality into consideration. The National Environment 
Policy provides directives to all relevant sectors to mainstream climate change to their 
national development initiatives. 

 

  In doing so, Climate Change Units have been established in all relevant line ministries 
and agencies, and Focal Points/Alternative Focal Points have been identified in those 
line ministries and agencies with a view to coordinate climate change activities in a 
synergistic and coherent manner.  

 

  To ensure projects under Annual Development Programme (ADP)    are climate resilient, 
screening tools are being developed to examine whether climate change issues have 
been addressed adequately and judiciously. In line with this the Development Project 
Proforma (DPP) format has been revised and updated aiming at accommodating climate 
change concerns in designing project concepts, developing project proposals and 
implementation thereof. To support the capacity building process, a comprehensive 
manual for DPP has been drafted for designing climate resilient projects under ADP. 
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 Issues of climate change have been reflected in the Sixth Five Year Plan of Bangladesh 
(2011-2015). The government has taken initiatives to prepare 7th Five Year Plan (2016-
2020) where climate change aspects are also being incorporated with greater emphasis. 

 

Key Initiatives on Climate Change Adaptation  
 

For Bangladesh, adaptation is the key for survival. The government has taken various initiatives 
to adapt to the changing climate. The initiatives on adaptation involve different sectors of the 
government.  
 
 

National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA):  
 

(a) Bangladesh is amongst the first two LDCs to produce and submit 
National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) in 2005 
(revised in 2009). 

 

(b) NAPA identified 45 adaptation measures covering 8 thematic 
areas: (i). research and knowledge management, (ii). agriculture, 
fisheries and livestock, (iii). health, (iv). building Climate resilient 
infrastructure, (v). disaster management, (vi). livelihood, (vii). 
biodiversity, (viii). policy and institutional capacity building. From 
45 identified adaptation measures, 16 projects have been further developed for 
implementation by different ministries and departments (MoEF, 20091). 

 
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP):  
 

(a) Reflecting its strong commitment to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 
Government attaches highest importance to the necessity of 
enhancing national capacity to cope with the risks induced by 
climate change. To this end, the Government has prepared 
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) 
in 2009 to strengthen adaptive capacity of the local 
communities and to foster innovation in climate change related 
technologies which would reduce poverty, generate 
employment, ensure security of food, water, health, energy and  
socio-economic well being of all citizens of the country.  

 

(b) This Action plan is a living document having 10 year timeframe 
and built on six thematic areas (Theme 1: Food security, social 
protection and health; Theme 2: Comprehensive disaster management; Theme 3: 
Infrastructure; Theme 4: Research and knowledge management; Theme 5: Mitigation and 
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low carbon development; Theme 6: Capacity building and institutional strengthening) with 
44 programmes and 154 actions (MoEF, 20092).  

 

(c) Amongst the developing countries, Bangladesh is the leading country who prepared such 
kind of coordinated strategy and action plan.  

 
Roadmap for National Adaptation Plan (NAP): Bangladesh has already prepared a Roadmap 
towards formulating a comprehensive NAP with a view to reducing vulnerability to the impacts 
of climate change by building adaptive capacity and resilience. The NAP will also facilitate the 
integration of climate change adaptation, into relevant new and existing policies, programmes 
and activities in a coherent manner, in particular development planning processes and 
strategies, within all relevant sectors and at different levels, as appropriate. 

 

Climate Fund: In order to implement the 44 programmes identified under BCCSAP on the 
ground, Bangladesh established two innovative funds:  Climate Change Trust Fund (CCTF) 
from the Government’s own budget and Bangladesh Climate Change Resilient Fund (BCCRF) 
with the support of development partners. The details about climate financing in Bangladesh 
are illustrated under Part-4. 
 

DRR-CCA Integration: Bangladesh puts greater emphasis on integrating Climate Change 
Adaptation (CCA) and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) into all relevant sectors under different 
ministries and departments. Bangladesh is considered one of the champions in the world in 
managing disaster, and many good lessons and practices gathered over the years are being 
replicated in the context of CCA. The Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme (CDMP) 
of the government is piloting activities to integrate climate risks and adaptation needs with 
regard to extreme events into the comprehensive disaster management framework. Bangladesh 
has been making sincere efforts to achieve good progress in the areas of DRR and CCA. Some 
of them are as follows:  
 

(a) Established and fully operational Disaster Management Regulatory Framework, 
(b) Strengthened capacities of relevant ministries and departments,  
(c) DRR & CCA integration in partner ministries and departments, 
(d) Improved functioning of Disaster Management Committees at all levels, 
(e) Effective early warning communication and response in all coastal districts through 

expanded Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP),  
(f) Reduced urban disaster risks through risk-integrated urban planning, development 

of earthquake maps and establishment of an urban volunteers corps for emergency 
response, 

(g) Strengthened Disaster Management Information Centres at central level and in all 
districts & upazilas, 

(h) Increased allocation of  budget for DRR & CCA programmes, 
(i) Reduced risks through structural and non- structural intervention,  
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Forty-four programmes of BCCSAP  
ThTheme 1: Food Security, Social Protection and Health 

• P1. Institutional capacity for research towards climate resilient cultivations and their dissemination 
• P2. Development of climate resilient cropping systems 
• P3. Adaptation against drought 
• P4. Adaptation in fisheries sector 
• P5. Adaptation in livestock sector 
• P6. Adaptation in health sector 
• P7. Water and sanitation programme in climate vulnerable areas 
• P8. Livelihood protection in ecologically fragile areas 
• P9. Livelihood protection of vulnerable socio-economic groups (including women) 

Theme 2: Comprehensive Disaster Management 
• P1. Improvement of flood forecasting and early warning 
• P2. Improvement of cyclone and storm surge warning 
• P3. Awareness raising and public education towards climate resilience 
• P4 Risk management against loss on income and property 

Theme 3: Infrastructure 
• P1. Repair and maintenance of existing flood embankments 
• P2. Repair and maintenance of cyclone shelters 
• P3. Repair and maintenance of existing coastal polders 
• P4. Improvement of urban drainage 
• P5. Adaptation against Floods 
• P6. Adaptation against tropical cyclones and storm surges 
• P7. Planning and design of river training works 
• P8. Planning, design and implementation of resuscitation of river and canals through dredging and 

desiltation work 
Theme 4: Research and Knowledge Management 

• P1. Establishment of a centre for knowledge management and training on climate change 
• P2. Climate change modeling at national and sub-national levels 
• P3. Preparatory studies for adaptation against sea level rise 
• P4. Monitoring of ecosystem and biodiversity changes and their impacts 
• P5. Macroeconomic and sectoral economic impacts of climate change 
• P6. Monitoring of internal and external migration of adversely impacted population and providing 

support to them through capacity building for their rehabilitation in new environment 
• P7. Monitoring of impact on various issues related to management of tourism in Bangladesh and 

implementation in priority action plan 
Theme 5: Mitigation and Low Carbon Development 

• P1. Improved energy efficiency in production and consumption of energy 
• P2. Gas exploration and reservoir management 
• P3. Development of coal mines and coal fired power stations 
• P4. Renewable energy development 
• P5. Lower emission from agricultural land 
• P6. Management of urban waste 
• P7. Afforestation and reforestation programme 
• P8. Rapid expansion of energy saving devices,  
• P9. Energy and water efficiency in built environment 
• P10.Improvement in energy consumption pattern in transport sector and options for mitigation 

TTheme 6: Capacity Building and Institutional Strengthening 
• P1. Revision of sectoral policies for climate resilience 
• P2. Main-streaming climate change in national, sectoral and spatial development programmes 
• P3. Strengthening human resource capacity 
• P4. Strengthening gender consideration in climate change management 
• P5. Strengthening institutional capacity for climate change management 
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Submission of National Communications:  
 

(a) Bangladesh submitted its Initial National Communication (INC) report in 2002 where the 
focus was given on emission inventory and also on the impact of and vulnerability to climate 
change in different sectors and bio-physical systems.  

 

b) Bangladesh has submitted Second National Communication 
(SNC) report in October 2012 where an updated status of 
emission inventory along with the impact, vulnerability, 
adaptation and mitigation issues has been elaborated.  

(c) Now the country has already started the development of 
Third National Communication (TNC).  

 
 
Adoption of Climate Resilient Crop Varieties:  
 
(a) In agriculture sector various climate resilient crop varieties have been developed, namely, 

(i) short duration rice variety for flash flood prone areas;  
(ii) saline tolerant crop variety for coastal regions,  
(iii) drought resistant crop variety and 
(iv) floating-agriculture for coastal regions of the country.  

 
(b) Researchers of institutions under National Agricultural Research Systems (NARS) are 

engaged to innovative technologies that will be resilient to climate change and ensure 
expected crop production. Research and developments of stress (salt, submergence, 
drought, high temperature) tolerant rice and wheat varieties can ensure food security by 
an increase in yield of up to 20%.  

 
(c) Bangladesh released salt-tolerant rice varieties like BR-11, BR-23, BRRI dhan 28, BRRI 

dhan 41, BRRI dhan 47, BRRI dhan 53 and BRRI dhan 54 using gene-marker technology. 
Research institutions under NARS have already developed some stress tolerant varieties on 
jute, sugarcane, mustard, some vegetables, pulse and oilseeds. BRRI dhan-51, and BRRI 
dhan-51 can stand submergence during flash flood. Bangladesh is working with heat tolerant 
wheat and tomato varieties. 

 
Climate Resilient Infrastructure: The length of Bangladesh’s coastline is 710 km. In the 
coastal regions, which is regarded the most vulnerable area due to climate change impact in the 
country, construction and rehabilitation of embankments and cyclone shelters and educational 
institutions are among other noteworthy initiatives undertaken by the government for 
protection against storm surges and salinity ingress.  
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Afforestation and Reforestation:  
 

(a) Bangladesh Forest Department has been implementing massive afforestation 
programmes in newly accreted lands along the coast in the Bay of Bengal as well as 
reforestation in the adjacent denuded hills.  

(b) About 1,95,000 hectares of mangrove plantations raised so far.  
(c) 13,500 kilometer strip plantation has been raised in marginal lands such as along the 

sides of embankments, roads, railways and other fallow lands in the coastal area with 
the aim of establishing 500 meter wide permanent 'Green Belt' along the 710 kilometer 
long coast. These new plantations are also playing important role in carbon 
sequestration. 

 
Community Based and Ecosystem based adaptation: 
 

(a) Bangladesh has been giving due emphasis on community as well as ecosystem based 
adaptation initiatives to reduce the vulnerability of the people affected by climate change.  

 

(b) Bangladesh has pioneered community based approaches to reducing vulnerability to climate 
change, which are being shared with other developing countries.  

 

(c) Community Based Conservation of Wetlands and coastal areas: Community participated 
swamp and mangrove protection and plantation, globally and locally significant species 
conservation and fish sanctuaries management has been carried out. Submergible 
embankment with greenbelt has been created in wetland areas. 

 

(d) Bangladesh has taken initiative to implement a  project “Ecosystem-based Approaches to 
Adaptation in the Drought-prone Barind Tract and Haor ’Wetland’ Area”  with the objective 
is to build the climate resilience of communities living in the Barind Tract and Haor Area 
using Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) approaches.  

(e) Afforestation and Reforestation Project  is being implemented  in 9 coastal districts with 
the overall objective is to reduce forest degradation & increase forest coverage through 
participatory planning/monitoring and to contribute in building the long-term resilience of 
selected communities in coastal and adjoining hilly areas to climate change. The specific 
objectives are :  
 afforestation and reforestation of total 16950 hectare land and 1,672 kilometer 

roadside using climate resilient species to work as windbreak along the coastal and 
adjoining hilly areas through participatory approach and support alternative 
livelihoods of forest- dependent communities and  

 build climate resilience of 6,000 households comprising of 25,000 people in 200 
villages through the diversification of livelihood opportunities.  

(f) Another project named ‘Community Based Adaptation to Climate Change through Coastal 
Afforestation' was undertaken with the objectives to enhance adaptive capacity and 
livelihoods of the peoples of 4 coastal districts. Under this project, the main outcomes are: 
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 About 9000 hectare mangrove plantation is raised and  
 12,700 poor people were trained for diversifying their livelihoods.  
 An integrated farming model with Vegetable, Fruit and Fish (VFF) was developed 

specially suitable for coastal areas and found effective for supporting livelihoods of 
vulnerable communities.  

 The project received 'Earth Care Award 2012' sponsored by 'JSW-Times of India' 
in the category of 'Community based Mitigation and Adaptation to Climate Change 
with respect to Water Resources, Land Use, Land Use- Change & Forestry.  

 It was also selected as one of the two best adaptation projects from Asia Pacific 
region for showcasing in GEF Side Event on Adaptation Practitioner Day during CoP 
18 at Doha, Qatar. 

 
 

Key Initiatives on Climate Change Mitigation and Low carbon Development  

 
 

(A) Bangladesh’s contribution to global warming is negligible. Its per capita per year GHG 
emissions is less than 0.3 ton. Though Bangladesh has no obligations for mitigation or 
reduction of GHG emission, being a sensible partner of global community, Bangladesh has 
been putting greater efforts with its limited resources and capacity to contribute to global 
mitigation/low-carbon development efforts.  In fact, Bangladesh has put utmost efforts to 
promote mitigation activities in areas having adaptation, health and sustainable development 
co-benefits. 

 

(B) On mitigation, the emphasis has been given to some potential sectors, namely, energy 
(energy efficiency, renewable energy), industry (promoting cleaner production, efficiency in 
resources use, zero discharge), forestry (afforestation and reforestation programmes in 
coastal regions, degraded forest areas), transport (introducing cleaner vehicle and fuel, 
good traffic management), buildings and constructions (efficiency in resources use, 
improved brick making technology), environmental protection (using polluters pay principle), 
etc.  

 

(C) ‘Mitigation and low carbon development’ thematic area  under BCCSAP: One of the six 
pillars in the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2009 is ‘Mitigation and 
Low Carbon development’ that puts emphasis on energy efficiency, energy conservation and 
utilization of renewable energy as potential mitigation options.  

 

 
(D) Regulatory and Institutional settings: Bangladesh made good efforts to streamline 

regulatory and institutional settings in realizing the aspiration of low carbon c limate 
resilient development pathway by creating new Acts/Rules/Authorities. 
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(E) Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs ):  
 

(i)  Bangladesh intends to prepare supported NAMA for several sectors.  
 

(ii) On pilot basis, a NAMA document for steel sector has been prepared. 
 
(F) Energy Efficiency and Conservation:  

 

(i)  Energy security is crucial for the economic growth of Bangladesh. Greater emphasis 
on energy efficiency and energy conservation in different industrial production 
systems and utilities is given. 

(ii) Decision made that all new power plants will be energy efficient combined cycle power 
plant. 

(iii)    Initiative taken to build new energy efficient Combined Cycle Power Plants (CCPP) as 
opposed to inefficient Single Cycle Power Plants (SCPP) and replace existing SCCP with 
CCPP.  

 

(iv) Initiatives taken to change in high emitting Brick kiln to low emitting and energy 
efficient Brick kiln.  

 

(v)   Initiative taken to reduce emission from transport sector by introducing (BRT, MRT, 
water ways, etc.) and alternate cleaner fuels. 

 

(vi)   On energy conservation, initiatives are going on to replace household incandescent bulb 
with energy efficient lights.  

 
 

(vii)   

(viii) Revision of the Building Code by inserting Energy Efficiency and Solar Energy issues  
(ix)    Street lights to be replaced first by LED lights and later by solar PV powered lights  
(x)    Discontinuation in phases of incandescent bulbs and heaters  
(xi)   Encouraging the business community to use solar energy  
(xii) Steps taken to introduce prepaid metering system all over the country to reduce 

system loss and lower use of electricity  
(xiii) Cogeneration in industries having Captive Generation Steel re-rolling and Boiler 

efficiency improvement through energy audit and enforcing minimum efficiency 
standard 

 
(G) Emphasizing on promoting use of renewable energies, such as solar energy, wind 

energy:  
 

(H)  (i) Renewable Energy Policy of Bangladesh, 2008 envisions that 5% of total power 
generations would be generated from renewable sources by 2015 and at least 10% by 
2020.  

 

(ii) The Government has identified renewable energy, especially solar photovoltaic as 
one of the thrust areas for energy security and GHG mitigation   
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(ii) Ongoing efforts on renewable energy:  
 Mini-grid based on solar-biomass-wind hybrid for markets and commercial 

centers  
 Solar irrigation (more than 0.2 million diesel/electric pumps can be displaced)  
 Bids have been invited to set up wind turbines in different locations  
 Biomass options (cook stoves, rice parboilers, biogas for cooking and electricity)  
 

 

 

(H) Solar Power:  
(i)  Installed around 3.2 million solar home systems (SHSs) across the country meaning 

that around 14-15 million populations are getting electricity entirely from the 
renewable sources.  

 

(ii) Envisioned achieving 500 MW solar power developments in Bangladesh with the 
support of domestic and external resources.  

 

(iii) Utilization of solar irrigation pumps has been at large scale in agriculture sector 
replacing diesel run pumps.  

(iv) Installation of Solar Panels in government organizations  
(v)    Exempted all taxes from the devices and equipments used for the utilization of 

renewable energy in particular solar energy.  
 

(I) Improve Cook Stoves: In order to reduce emissions from biomass burning, more than 1.5 
million Improve Cook Stoves (ICSs) have already been distributed to rural households.  

 

(J) Improved Rice Parboiling System: Government has taken initiatives to promote 
improved rice parboiling system in order to reduce the carbon emission and ensure 
energy efficiency.  

(K) Assessment of carbon stock: Government has taken initiative to manage the forest 
resources for carbon trading in the context of global climate change. Bangladesh Forest 
Department has already assessed carbon stock of the Sundarbans, the largest 
contiguous mangrove forest of the world and 13 other Protected Areas.  

(L)   Low Carbon Development Strategy: Government is going to formulate low carbon 
development strategy under Third National Communication Project. 

 

(M)   Clean Development Mechanism (CDM):  
 

In Bangladesh, 17 CDM projects have been approved by Designated National Authority 
(DNA). Out of them, 9 projects/PoAs have been registered in CDM Executive Board. 
Most of these projects are in energy efficiency and renewable energy. 
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(N) REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) Initiatives: 
(i) Recognizing the importance of the forestry sector in efforts to address 

anthropogenic climate change, Bangladesh has joined the UN-REDD Programme in 
2010. The initiatives taken under the UN-REDD Programme in the country are 
mentioned below:  
(a) creation of the REDD+ cell, 
(b) formation of national steering committee,  
(c) formation of working groups on safeguards, strategy and MRV to facilitate 

REDD+ preparedness, 
(d) approval of the REDD+ Readiness Roadmap by the Government in 2012, 
(e) Preparation of MRV Action Plan, 

   
(ii) The REDD+ Road Map and The R-PP include the Bangladesh’s significance, in the Asian 

and global contexts, for the development of best practice in the forestry sector to 
address the climate change. They cover the followings in order to: 

(a) develop National REDD+ Strategy, 
(b) design and establishment of the Social and Environmental Safeguard Policy 

Framework, 
(c) establish national forest Reference Emission Level and/or forest Reference 

Level (RELs/RL), 
(d) develop forest and activity monitoring system including MRV. 

 
 

(O) Reduction of Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs):  
 

(i) Bangladesh is one of the founder members of the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
(CCAC) that formed on February 16, 2012 to reduce SLCPs. 

 

(ii) Bangladesh has already taken some initiatives under CCAC to reduce SLCPs, such as,  
(a) replacement of inefficient traditional cook stoves with clean cook stoves;  
(b) transformation of  brick kilns with modern technology and  
(c) use of the alternative wetting and drying method for paddy rice cultivation to 

reduce methane emission .  
 

(iii) Under the CCAC - two projects named “National Action Plan (NAP) for Reducing 
Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs NAP)” and “Development/Updating of a 
National Roadmap for Reducing Black Carbon from Heavy Duty Diesel Vehicles and 
Engines” have been undertaken. Bangladesh adopted SNAP (National Action Plan for 
Reducing Short-Lived Climate Pollutants) which contains 16 actions plan, seven for 
reduction of black carbon and 9 for reduction of methane. Bangladesh has been 
implementing its SNAP through CCAC initiatives. Bangladesh is a Lead 
Partner/Country Partner of many of the CCAC Initiatives presently being 
implemented.  

 



 

Page 21 of 38 

 

(iv) Bangladesh is a lead partner of CCAC Initiatives, namely “Reduction of Methane 
Emission from Paddy Rice under CCAC Agriculture Initiative” and “Global Strategy 
for Emission Reduction from Ports & Marine Vessels and Clean Fuel and Vehicle 
Standards under CCAC Initiative on Black Carbon Emissions reduction from Heavy 
Duty Vehicles and Engines.” 

 

(P) GHG Reduction by Implementation of Montreal Protocol 

Bangladesh implementing Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer since 1996 and phased at CFCs, Carbon tetrachloride, Methyl Chloroform and 
Helons by 2010 which are potent green house gases. Now Bangladesh is implementing 
HCFC phase-out management plan for phase-out our HCFCs as per Montreal Protocol 
schedule. We already phased out HCFC-141b by zero ODP and low GWP alternatives, 
Cyclopentane for the production of foam producing process. We are implementing our 
HCFC Phase-out Management Plan (HPMPs) in such a manner that alternatives are 
climate friendly and also energy efficient and need not phase-out again. 
 

 (Q) Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP)  
 

MoEF of Bangladesh is going to launch a project with support from EU’s SWITCH-Asia 
Policy Support Component on promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production that 
will facilitate manufacturing of products in the industry sector in an environmental 
friendly way through minimizing the emission of GHGs.  
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Part 3: Institutional Settings and Role of Government and Other Stakeholders 
 

 
Key Ministries and their Agencies involved in Climate Change 

(a) In Bangladesh, the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) is the focal ministry that 
oversees all works related to climate change, including international negotiations. The 
MoEF plays the key role for formulating policy guideline and coordinating climate change 
activities of the other line ministries.  

 

(b) The other key ministries and their agencies of the Government involved in climate change 
are: 
(i) Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief is the focal ministry for disaster 

management.  Department of Disaster Management (DDM) and the Comprehensive 
Disaster Management Programme (CDMP) under this Ministry play vital roles in 
disaster management.  
 
 

(ii)  Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR) and its departments like Bangladesh Water 
Development Board (BWDB), Flood Forecasting and Early Warning Centre and other 
research and forecasting organizations  

 

(iii)  Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives (MoLGRD) and its 
departments like Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) and the 
Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE);  

(iv)  Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) and its departments like National Agricultural 
Research System (NARS), which develops new crop varieties and practices suited to 
different climatic and salinity conditions in the country;  

(v) Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries and its departments like Department of 
Livestock Services (DLS), Bangladesh Livestock Research Institute (BLRI), 
Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute;  

(vi) Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources;  
(vii) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW);  
(viii) Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges and its departments like  Road Transport 

and Highways Division;  
(ix) Ministry of Railways 
(x)  Ministry of Foreign Affairs;  
(xi) Ministry of Planning 
(xii) Ministry of Finance;  
(xiii) Ministry of Defense and its organizations, which includes the Bangladesh 

Meteorological Department (BMD) and Space Research Remote Sensing Organization 
(SPARRSO). 
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National Steering Committee on Climate Change  
 
 

(a) Immediately after the Bali conference (COP 13), the government formed the National 
Steering Committee on Climate Change, headed by the Minister, Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF) and comprises secretaries of all relevant ministries 
and civil society representatives.  

(b) The Committee is tasked with developing and overseeing implementation of the National 
Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan.  

(c) It also provides guidance on international climate change negotiations, including 
bilateral, multilateral and regional programmes for collaboration, research, exchange of 
information and development.  

(d) It reports to the National Environment Committee, chaired by the Prime Minister. 
 
 

National Disaster Management Council (NDMC)  
 

(a) The NDMC is the highest level forum, headed by the Prime Minister, for the 
formulation and review of disaster management policies.  

(b) The Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee is in charge of 
implementing disaster management policies and the decisions of the NDMC, assisted by 
the National Disaster Management Advisory Committee. 

 
Climate Change Focal Points: As a part of mainstreaming climate change into sectoral 
development initiatives, the Climate Change Focal Points/Alternate Focal Points have been 
identified in all relevant sectoral ministries and line Agencies.   
 
Department of Environment (DoE) 
 

(a) The DoE, as a technical arm of the MoEF, is responsible for dealing with climate change 
issue. The DoE is responsible to provide policy supports to the MoEF in climate change 
related issues, including negotiation.  

(b) The DoE has been providing all strategic and technical inputs to the MoEF while 
participating in international climate change negotiations and preparing Bangladesh 
Position Paper for the negotiations.  

(c) The DoE has been involved in preparing national communications under UNFCCC.  
(d) The DoE has been designated as National Designated Entity (NDE) for Climate 

Technology Centre and Network (CTCN), a body mandated by the United Nations 
Convention Framework on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to assist developing countries in 
spreading environmentally sound technologies to address climate change challenges.  

(e) The DoE has been serving as secretariat of DNA for Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM).  
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Establishment of Climate Change Cell at DoE:  
 

(i) The Climate Change Cell was established in the Department of Environment in 2004 
with the objective to enable the management of long term climate risks and 
uncertainties as an integral part of national development planning, by establishing an 
Integrated Approach to Climate Change Risk management at national and local levels.  

 

(ii) The Cell’s work programme focuses on three main areas, such as, building the capacity 
of government to coordinate and integrate climate change issues in mainstream 
development activities across government; strengthening existing knowledge and 
availability of information on impact prediction and adaptation to climate change;   
awareness raising, advocacy and coordination with partners across government, NGOs, 
civil society, private sector and donor organizations.   

 

(iii) The cell provides time to time supports to various country delegations (COP, SBI & 
SBSTA and other climate change related events) and for submission to the UNFCCC. 

 

(iv)  The Cell promotes partnership with both government and non-government agencies to 
service long term and immediate needs. In this respect, focal points/alternative focal 
points have been established in different government agencies, academic institutes, 
research institutes and organizations. 

 
 

 

(v) The Cell developed a Climate Change Knowledge Network (CCKN) 
 
 

(vi) The Cell developed a web-enabled Climate Change Data Base 
 

(vii) Over the last 10 years, the Cell prepared several working documents, awareness 
toolkits, research documents, study reports, modeling reports, awareness materials 
(booklets, fact sheets, etc.), bulletins/news letter, training reports and briefing 
papers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bangladesh Climate Change Trust (BCCT)  
 

(a) As a part of mainstreaming climate change into sectoral development initiatives, BCCT 
(formerly Climate Change Unit) has been established under the MoEF.  

(b) BCCT is a statutory body formed under Climate Change Trust Act, 2010 to provide 
administrative and organizational support to the Trustee Board that oversees overall 
management of CCTF.  

 

 

(c) Objectives of BCCT 
 

(i) To utilize CCTF as a special sector in addressing climate change vulnerabilities 
beyond the development and non-development budgets of the Government; 

(ii) To prepare and implement special programmes and appropriate action plans related 
to climate change in order to ensure sustainable development. 

(iii) To initiate activities and projects for strengthening institutional, social and human 
resource capacities of vulnerable communities to tackle climate change. 
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(iv)To conduct action research, disseminate research findings and undertake pilot 
programmes on climate change adaptation, mitigation, technology transfer, finance 
and investment. 

(v) To prepare, initiate and implement short, medium and long term plans, programmes 
and projects to adapt to and reduce loss of climate change; 

(vi)To create public awareness on issues related to climate change; and 
(vii) To support post-disaster emergency programmes related to climate change. 

 

(d) Main Functions of BCCT 
 

(i)  To provide administrative and organizational support to the trustee Board and the 
Technical Committee formed under Climate Change Trust Act, 2010. 

(ii) To receive and scrutinize the project proposals from different ministries and 
divisions; 

(iii)  To implement the decisions of the Trustee Board; 
 

(iv)  To manage Climate Change Trust Fund ; 
 

(v)  To release funds for the projects approved by the Trustee Board; 
 

(vi) To coordinate with the Climate Change Focal Points of different ministries or 
divisions; 

(vii) To communicate with different stakeholders related to climate change including 
civil society, NGO, private sector and international agencies; 

(viii) To monitor and evaluate the projects approved under CCTF. 
 

 
 

Involvement of Civil Society in Addressing Climate Change 
 

(a) Bangladesh has a large and vibrant civil society sector, which includes world-renowned 
organizations and experts in the field of climate change. The government and the civil 
society in Bangladesh are becoming increasingly aware of the looming environmental rise 
due to the growing intense climate change and an even otherwise degradation of 
environment, particularly since the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.   

(b) The MoEF of Bangladesh used to involve the civil society for moving ahead with the 
climate change agenda at national and international level.  
 

(c) Civil society has been yielding a great contribution to address climate change.  
(d) The Civil Societies are included in the Technical Committee and Trustee Board of the 

CCTF; 
(e) The representatives of civil society are included in the Bangladesh delegation for 

climate change negotiation (CoP) and they have been playing pivotal role in climate 
change negotiation. 

(f) Government involves the civil societies in all major committees and forum related to 
climate change  
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(g) The civil societies are consulted in developing national policies, strategies related to 
climate change. 

(h) Utilization of Civil society’s experience and capacity will be enhanced in coming days to 
address climate change.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Success of the projects under CCTF:  
 

1. 15.4 kms of coastal sea dyke have been constructed 
2. 6760 cyclone resilient houses have been erected in coastal area, 
3. 142 kms of embankments have been built, 
4. 535 kms of canal have been excavated/re-excavated to reduce water 

logging, 
5. 122 kms of river bank protective work have been completed to check 

river erosion, 
6. 166 kms of drainage have been constructed in the urban areas to reduce 

water logging,  
7. 44 water control infrastructures including regulators/sluice gates have 

been constructed, 
8. 740 deep tube-wells and 30 pond-sand-filter (PSF) and 50 water 

treatment plants have been installed for safe drinking water, 
9. 500 water sources and 550 rain water reservoirs have been established, 
10. Agro-met stations for early weather forecasting have been set up in 4 

upazillas/sub-districts, 
11. 4500 metric tons of climatic stressed tolerant crop seeds have been 

produced and distributed , 
12. Climatic stress tolerant crop varieties like BINA Rice-7, BINA Ground 

Nut-1,2 as well as BRRI Rice-40, 41, 47 have been introduced. 
13. 143.35 million trees have been planted across the country, 
14. 4971 hectares of forest land have been brought under afforestation, 
15. 7800 biogas plants have been installed for household purpose, 
16. 528000 improved cook-stoves have been distributed to minimize use of 

fire woods, 
17. 12872 solar home systems have been installed in the remote off-grid 

areas, 
18. A community radio station in operation for educating vulnerable 

communities on issues related to health and agriculture. 
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Part 4: Climate Finance  
 Bangladesh has attached special importance to address the impacts of climate change, 

preservation of environment and disaster management.  The Government has already 
invested more than US$10 billion (MoEF, 20092) over the last 3 decades to make the 
country climate resilient and less vulnerable to disasters.  

 

 In order to implement the 44 programmes of BCCSAP 2009, Bangladesh has established 
two innovative funds:  Climate Change Trust Fund (CCTF) and Bangladesh Climate Change 
Resilient Fund (BCCRF).  

 
 

 

Climate Change Trust Fund (CCTF): 
 

(a)  CCTF is a self-financing mechanism of the Government to address the adverse impacts 
of climate change with an annual block allocation from the revenue budget of the 
Government. It is created fully from domestic resources.  The Government has 
allocated a total of around 400 million USD (till 2014-2015 financial year) to the CCTF .  

 

(b) Amongst the climate vulnerable countries, Bangladesh is the first country who has 
established such a Fund with government’s own resources. 

(c) A total of 288 projects (up to September 2014) have been undertaken to address the 
adaptation and mitigation issues of climate change 

 

(d) Governing Mechanism of CCTF 
 

(i) CCFT is governed by a 17-member Trustee Board. The Trustee Board is the highest 
decision-making body for the CCTF. It comprises Honorable Minister, Ministry of 
Environment and Forests as the Chair and 16 (sixteen) other members including 9 
(nine) ministers/state ministers , Cabinet Secretary, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, 
Finance Secretary, Member of planning Commission and two experts appointed by 
the Government. The Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, is its 
Member-Secretary  

(ii) To assist the Trustee Board there is a Technical Committee headed by the 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests. It comprises thirteen members 
including experts/representatives from the Planning Commission, Department of 
Environment, Department of Forest member from the civil society 
 

 

Bangladesh Climate Change Resilience Fund (BCCRF): 
 

(i)  In order to collection of money for the implementation of BCCSAP, government has 
established BCCRF with financial support from development associate countries and 
organizations (Till now, 189 million USD have been pledged for this fund). 

(ii) No. of projects got allocation: Seven (07) proposals including one for the NGOs, which 
are governed by different Ministries/Departments/Organizations have already been 
selected and allocated amount of money is around 150 USD. 
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Part 5: Bangladesh’s Role in Climate Change Negotiation 
 
Bangladesh and the UNFCC 
 

(a) Bangladesh ratified the UNFCCC in 1994 and accessed to the Kyoto protocol in 2001. 
Bangladesh also accepted the Second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol in 2013.  

 

(b) Under the leadership of Honorable Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has 
been very active in climate change negotiations under the auspices of UNFCCC and 
other related international forum on climate change.  

 

(c) Bangladesh has been very much vocal on different climate change related issues, such as 
adaptation, mitigation, technology transfer, capacity building, financing, etc. in the 
process of negotiation highlighting its own perspectives as well as speaking and working 
for LDCs and for Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF).  

 

(d) Bangladesh acted as LDC Chair during 2005-2006.  LDC fund was created during this 
period. 

 

(e) Currently, Bangladesh has been participating constructively in new form of negotiations 
leading to crafting a new global deal in 2015 (known as 2015 Legally Binding Agreement).  

 

(f) Green Climate Fund (GCF) Establishment: As a result of effective climate diplomacy of 
Bangladesh and other countries, Green Climate Fund was established under Cancun 
Agreement, 2010 in order to provide financial support to the countries affected due to 
climate change.  

 
 

(g) Recognition from UNFCCC: As a recognition of playing proactive role in climate change 
negotiation, Bangladesh has been entrusted with membership of UNFCCC’s five 
important committees, such as (i) alternate member of the GCF (ii) member of the CDM 
Executive Board and (iii) member of the Adaptation Fund Board, (iv) full member of the 
Consultative Group of Experts (v) member of the Compliance Committee of the Kyoto 
Protocol.   
 

 

Cartagena Dialogue for Progressive Action:  
 
 

(a) Bangladesh has been very much active in the initiatives under Cartagena Dialogue for 
Progressive Action which is an informal negotiating space that strongly advocates 
shared responsibility, promotes an approach that would see all countries reduce their 
carbon pollution commensurate with their relative economic capacities.   

 

(b) Bangladesh, represented by the MoEF, jointly with Cartagena Dialogue Secretariat 
hosted the 10th meeting of Cartagena Dialogue for Progressive Actions during 8-9 April 
2013 aiming to come up with a consensus about a legally binding agreement, which 
supposed to be finalized in 2015 at COP 21.  
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Honourable Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh at COP15  

Bangladesh delegation led by 
Honourable Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh 
Hasina participated in the COP-15 in 
Copenhagen, Denmark in 2009 The 
Bangladesh delegation successfully 
drew the attention of the negotiating 
parties and global audience about the 
vulnerability of the country to climate 
change impacts and strongly raised the 
demand for resources for adaptation 
and disaster risks reduction.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh H.E. 
Sheikh Hasina at COP 15 held in Copenhagen, 
Denmark in 2009 

Key Quotes of Honourable Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh Hasina at COP 15 
"Natural disasters, river bank erosions and salinity intrusion are taking toll on lives, and 
uprooting farming families in millions. They are swelling our cities and causing social 
disorders," 
 

"Indeed, Annex One Parties must reduce emissions by 45% by  2020, below 1990 level, 
allow peaking by 2015, reduce greenhouse  gas concentration to 350 ppm by 2100, 
and limit global warming to below 1.5 degrees," 
 

"Adaptation funding must be at least 1.5% of the GDP of developed countries, separate 
from ODA as stipulated in the Brussels Program of Action," 
 

”The developed countries must also allow transfer of eco-friendly technology, 
particularly to MVCs and LDCs, at affordable costs that must be kept outside the 
Intellectual Property Rights Regime”. 
 

"Let us not forget that the posterity would judge us for the choices we make here, and 
the world we leave behind for our future generations," 
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Third Ministerial Meeting of Climate Vulnerable Forum in Dhaka: 

a. Bangladesh is the founding member of the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF), an 
international partnership of countries highly vulnerable to a warming planet and a 
South-South cooperation platform for participating governments to act together to 
deal with climate change. 

b. Bangladesh was the third Chair of the CVF (2011-2013). Bangladesh hosted a ministerial 
meeting of the CVF during November 13 to 14, 2011 in Dhaka. The Meeting was 
organized by the MoEF Honourable Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh Hasina and UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon were the keynote speakers of the inauguration 

ceremony. The meeting adopted “The 
Dhaka Declaration” by 19 climate-
vulnerable countries. 

 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh at UN 
Climate Summit  
 

At the United Nations Climate Summit 
(UNCS), held on 23 September, 2014 at NY,  
Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
H.E. Sheikh Hasina  reaffirmed her 
commitment to low-carbon, climate-resilient 
development while urging the large carbon-
emitting countries to reciprocate the robust 
commitments of countries like Bangladesh . 
While conveying Bangladesh’s concern over 
the huge gap between the commitments of 
the developed world and their initiatives to 
fulfill those commitments, she urged the 
large carbon emitting countries to make 
their robust voluntary carbon reduction 
commitment to save the motherly earth 
from onslaught of climate change. In her 
speech she assured that Bangladesh as a 
responsible member of the international 
community would never exceed the average 
per-capita emission limit of the developing 
world. She pointed out that the global 
action of sharing the burden was absent. 
The Prime Minister said, despite being a 
climate-vulnerable LDC, Bangladesh was Bangladesh Delegation at UNCS: Sheikh Hasina, 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh (Extreme Right), 
Mr. Md. Nasim, Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare (2nd from Right), Mr. Anwar Hossain 
Manju, Minister for Environment and Forests 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh Hasina 
speaks during the opening session of the United 
Nations Climate Summit in New York on 23 
September, 2014  
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forced to divert its development budget for adaptation and mitigation of climate change. 
 
Describing measures undertaken on the climate change issue, the Prime Minister said her 
Government had been implementing Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2009. 
The Prime Minister mentioned that if the world community was not determined about climate 

“mitigation”, adaptation costs would be much 
higher than it was estimated. She pointed out 
that the issues of “adaptation” and “loss and 
damage” are also crucial for Bangladesh for 
sustainable development. She opined that a 
critical balance should be maintained between 
adaptation and mitigation. She observed that 
support to finance, technology development and 
transfer and capacity building was also 
important as well. She said that Bangladesh 
already learnt much on adaptation front and it 
was ready to share its modest experience on 

climate resilience. She put emphasis on the 
respective “Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions” (INDCs) saying every country 
should have a clear, measurable and verifiable 
INDCs. She further noted that new and 
additional resources would be needed for their 
implementation. She further pointed out that 
there should be greater “fast-track finance” 
for adaptation, technology development and 
transfer; capacity building; transparency of 
action and support particularly for the 
climate-vulnerable countries. Green Climate 
Fund would need to take those into account, 
she said. Prime Minister said that many people 
might have to move out and change their 
traditional living and livelihood. She pointed 
out to the findings of several studies that two 
to three percent of our GDP might be wiped out because of climate change. Urging the world 
leaders to pay attention to “carbon budgeting” and “de-carbonisation pathways”, the she said 
that robust and early capitalisation of Green Climate Fund (GCF) would be crucial for us. 

Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry 
of Environment and Forests, Bangladesh (5th 
from left) and other Government Delegates 
at UN Climate Summit, 23 September, 2014 

Key Quotes of Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh at UN Climate Summit  
 

“It's our commitment to low-carbon 
and climate-resilient development 
path. The large emitting countries 
should reciprocate by robust 
voluntary commitments like ours,”  
 
 “Adaptation is crucial for sustainable 
development but critical balance 
between adaptation and mitigation 
will have to be maintained.”   
 
“There should be greater “fast-track 
finance” for adaptation, technology 
development and transfer; capacity 
building; transparency of action and 
support particularly for the climate-
vulnerable countries” 
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Part 6: Key Challenges to Address Climate Change 
 
 

 

1. Ensuring Adequate Investment and Financial Flow: The vision of the Government is to 
eradicate poverty and achieve economic and social well-being of all the people. To 
contribute towards achieving this goal, a pro-poor management strategy (known as BCCSAP 
2009 has been adopted, which prioritizes adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and also 
focuses on voluntary low carbon development. The Government has also undertaken a 
proactive role for implementation of BCCSAP with its own funding. At present the challenge 
for Bangladesh is to scale up the investments for addressing climate change to create a 
suitable environment for the economic and social development of the country and to secure 
the well-being of the people, especially the poorest and most vulnerable groups, including 
women and children.  

 

Full implementation of BCCSAP: The full and proper implementation of BCCSAP calls for 
provision of adequate international finance and technology transfer.  
 

Full Implementation of NAP: The Government has prepared a Roadmap for the formulation 
of NAP. The formulation of NAP and its full implementation   requires substantial amount 
of financial resources from both domestic and international sources.   
 

Full Implementation of NAMA: There will be a need for financial resources from 
international sources for the full implementation of upcoming sectoral NAMAs. 

 
2. Mainstreaming to the Development Planning and Budgeting Process; The Government has 

already taken initiatives to mainstream the climate change issues into development planning 
and budgeting process. But we have a long way to go in this regard for ensuring effective or 
result-based mainstreaming. 
 

3. Capacity Building and Awareness Raising: Though the Government has been working on 
institutional capacity building and raising the awareness on climate change issues among 
different actors, there still needs to scale-up the actions in this field to address the 
climate change effectively. 

 
4. Climate Change Research: Scaling-up of on-going research and studies on different 

aspects of climate change is essential. For this scaling up investment for building 
interdisciplinary research capacity is vital. 

 
5. Scaling up Science-Policy inter-linkage: It is indeed a great need to promote the existing 

linkage between scientists/researchers/academia and policy makers/decision-makers with a 
view to take appropriate decisions in a time manner on climate change related matters. 
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6. Promotion of Environment-friendly engineering and technology:  Transfer of high quality 
environment-friendly engineering and technology is very much essential for Bangladesh to 
face the challenges of climate change.  

 
7. Building Climate Resilient Cities: Building low carbon and climate resilient cities in 

emerging economies that adapt to continuing rural-urban migration, driven both by 
economic development and climate effects, is important and indeed a challenging task. 

 
8. Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP): SCP includes tools and practices 

to address issues relating to sustainability, including climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. Such tools include sustainable product design, cleaner production, sustainable 
supply chain management, social and environmental accounting, eco-labelling and sustainable 
public procurement. Under these circumstances, SCP needs to be taken seriously in 
Bangladesh because (i) increases in population and affluence are driving resource 
consumption and environmental impacts,(ii) climate change challenges are becoming 
prominent, (iv) food security, water security and energy security are becoming a priority, 
(iii) there is little awareness of resource wastefulness, (iv) there is little awareness about 
sustainability.  
 

9. Monitoring and evaluation capacity: Bangladesh requires strengthening its institutional 
capacity for monitoring and evaluation of climate responsive projects and programmes. 
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Part 7: Support Needs to Address Climate Change  
 
Financial Support: 
 

(a) Since lots of remarkable initiatives are being undertaken under adaptation and 
mitigation with its own resources, Bangladesh strongly deserves rational financial 
assistance from international community. For instance, financial assistance from Green 
Climate Fund, Least Developed Countries Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund etc. as short 
term, mid-term and long-term financing for adaptation and mitigations.   
 

(b) Bangladesh also needs adequate financial compensation from the international 
community for the loss and damages occurred due to climate change impacts.  

 
(c) Implementation of BCCSAP, NAP, NAMA, SNAP: For the full implementation of 

BCCSAP, the country also require substantial amount of money. The Government has 
taken initiatives to prepare NAP and NAMA. An adequate financial support from 
international community will be required for the implementation of NAP, NAMA and 
SNAP as it will be very difficult for Government alone to mobilize the required 
resources from its own limited budget/resources.  
 

Institutional Capacity Building: With the rapid growth of industrialization and urbanization 
Bangladesh faces huge challenges of environmental degradation these clays. Global Climate 
Change further adds to the problem. In order to address the environmental issues of the 
country effectively, the existing institutional capacity of the Government needs to be 
strengthened in terms of both human and technical resources.  
 
Technological Support: /Cooperation from international communities/development partners 
for the adoption of energy efficient and clean technology in different sectors of Bangladesh 
with a view to reduce the GHGs emission.  
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